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The village of Lemont is located in the southernmost part of Cook County, Illinois. The I * 
downtown area of the village, extending along the Illinois and Michigan Canal and the Illinois 
Central Gulf Railroad, is situated in the glacially-formed Des Plaines River Valley. For the 
most part, the railroad forms the primary east-west axis which the commercial core straddles. 
The recent construction of a large, multi-span highway bridge from the north, while providing 
a more modern link to Interstate 55, now divides the westernmost part of the central business 
district from that to the east. 

Physical Setting: 

In the vicinity of Lemont, the Des Plaines River Valley extends through an area which by 
glacial action has exposed a broad expanse of limestone.  The yellow, tan, and gray outcrops, 
visible throughout the village, provide stark evidence of the natural and historical significance 
of the material to the area. To the north and south, sloping tree-covered hills rise above the 
river valley.  A number of the churches, schools, and homes of Lemont are prominently 
featured along the southern hills which overlook the commercial downtown area.  Although the 
business district runs east to west, thinning out at the fringes of the village limits, the core of 
the commercial area is packed within a few city blocks.  It is here that the I&M Canal, and its 
attandent plat surveys defined the configuration of what would eventually comprise the 
commercial heart of Lemont. 

PART I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

Early Settlement: 

The earliest permanent settlement in the Lemont area occurred in 1833.  Nathan Lee of 
Vermont, Jeremiah Luther of Castile, New York, and Forbes H. Miner of New York, who 
arrived in 1833, and W. R. Derby, Orange Chauncy, Joshua Smith and Hylon Martin, all 
Vermonters who arrived the following year, made up the first wave of early Anglo-American 
settlement from the eastern states.  The National Road, the Ohio River and the Erie Canal, and 
the Great Lakes formed the major conduits for migration to northern Illinois. The Erie Canal, 
which opened in 1825, was the major artery by which New Englanders, New Yorkers and 
European immigrants (chief among them German and Irish immigrants) came to the Chicago 
area. 

Chicago, both terminus and stopping-off point for settlers, was platted and surveyed in 1830 
and incorporated as a town in 1833.  Pursuant to the Blackhawk War of 1832 and the terms of 
the Treaty of Chicago of 1833, Indians were removed from the State of Illinois by 1835.  A 
number of factors precipitated riotous, but short-lived land speculation in northern Illinois 
from 1832 until the financial panic of 1837.  These included the end of the Blackhawk War, 
early Congressional hearings concerning transcontinental railroad charters, and construction of 
the Illinois and Michigan Canal. 

Although contracts for construction of the Illinois and Michigan Canal were let beginning in 
1836, little construction occurred before 1837.  Shanty towns for laborers working on the 
Lemont sections of the canal were located outside the present village limits.  Few permanent 
structures were built in Lemont township during canal construction and none are known to 
survive in the village. 

Federal land grants to the State had been made in 1826 to finance canal construction and 
included section 22 as part of the transfer of alternate sections of land within five miles of the 
canal. The first land sales in section 22 did not occur until June 15, 1835, and available 
information concerning early subdivision plats in Lemont is sketchy.  Keepataw, oriented true 
north-south with township and section lines and including the central portion of the 
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present-day business district, was subdivided by Pearson and Hunter as early as July 1836, 
resubdivided again in July 1839 and in 1842, and finally vacated on January 27,1857.  Athens, 
subdivided by Hugen in August 1839, refiled or resubdivided in 1842, and apparently vacated 
during the 1850s orl860s, was located east of Keepataw and outside of the HABS/HAER survey 
area.  Truesdell's addition to Athens was subdivided in 1858, and includes buildings in Blocks 
419, 420, 421 and 428 which HABS/HAER surveyed. 

At an election held in November 1849, the electors in the twenty-one counties which comprised 
northern Illinois voted to adopt the township form of government.  Prior to this time, this area 
was known as Palmyra in the York Precinct which consisted of present-day Palos, Orland, 
Lemont, Bremen, and part of Worth. Lemont, located west of Keepataw, was adopted as the 
name of the township and platted. 

However, it was roughly twenty years later before the Village of Lemont was organized.  The 
election held on June 9,1873 was authorized under a legislative act of April 10,1872.  In August 
of 1873, the first village elections were held to name both the village officers and a board of 
trustees. 

According to township records, the actual village was known as Athens until the 1860s when the 
village officially became known as Lemont. Late nineteenth century newspaper accounts 
indicate that by ca. 1850, there were three houses in the present business district and a few 
stores and saloons scattered throughout the community.   Township tax records for the year 1852 
support the newspaper account concerning the existence of at least two of the three houses, 
located in the vicinity of 108-110 Stephen Street and 118 Stephen Street.  The siting of these 
other properties, built before Keepataw was vacated in 1857, follows the subdivision's true 
north-south block and lot lines.  Much of Keepataw laid east of the railroad tracks and 
followed this true north-south orientation.  When the railroad was completed through Lemont 
in the mid-1850s, it followed a diagonal course.  Subsequent subdivisions were platted in 
relationship to the railroad, accounting for irregularities in the street plan.    Such deviation 
from the standard orthagonal grid pattern is unusual especially in western states.   For instance, 
Canal Street is a mosaic of property lines from two subdivisions plats.  On the basis of low 
property valuations, it appears that there was little permanent construction in Lemont four 
years after completion of the Illinois and Michigan Canal and that most of the construction 
occurred in the Athens subdivision (east of the HABS/HAER survey area) between the canal 
and the Chicago and Alton Railroad right-of-way. Most of the blocks north of the canal were 
vacated during the mid-nineteenth century and developed principally as stone quarries after 
the mid-1850s. 

Industrial Development: 

The stone quarries were, by far, the most important industry in Lemont throughout the 
nineteenth century.  The discovery of the high quality, easily quarried limestone during 
construction of the canal provided the industrial basis upon which permanent settlement 
depended.  Soon after the completion of the canal in 1848, quarries were quickly opened. 
However, business was slow for the first ten years because of doubts as to the suitability of the 
stone for building purposes.  Once the durability of the stone had been demonstrated, both the 
number of quarries and the amount of business grew, and with it the town. 

Nathaniel Brown, contractor for the I&M Canal, is credited with recognizing the value of the 
stone.  Soon after completion of the canal, he began the first known quarrying operations in 
Lemont.  However, other stone companies were quickly established:   Illinois Stone and Lime 
Co. in 1852, Singer and Talcott Stone Co. in 1854, Excelsior and Riordan in 1864, Boyer and 
Corneau in 1870, Bodenschatz and Earnshaw in 1872, and Chicago and Lemont Stone Co. in 
1879.  By the end of the Civil War, Singer and Talcott was the largest limestone producing 
company in the world. They also maintained a cut stone mill, which alone employed thirty 
men, to handle special orders. The company introduced innovations including steam derricks 
for handling the heavy stone and steam-driven canal boats to transport the stone along the 
canal to Chicago. By 1884, Singer and Talcott was employing over four hundred men in 
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manufacturing, quarrying, and transportation.  The Chicago and Lemont Stone Co. was the first 
to introduce stone sawing to the dressing process.  The Boyer and Corneau Stone Co., one of 
the smaller quarries, was bought by Singer and Talcott in 1884.  Most of the quarries were 
located north of the canal or on the west side of Lemont. 

The Chicago Fire of 1871 created a tremendous demand for Lemont stone.  By the 1870s, there 
were thirteen stone quarries, employing over two thousand men with estimated annual receipts 
of $2,500.00.  However, the development of concrete after the turn of the century ended the 
preeminence of stone as a building material.  With this development, many of the quarries 
converted to crushed stone production, which was used to make concrete building materials. 
Many of the smaller quarries were consolidated under Western Stone Co.  Illinois Stone Co. was 
acquired by Consumers Co., ca. 1911, and it, too, resorted to producing crushed stone. 

The quarries dominated the economy and determined its development until the twentieth 
century.  The seasonal nature of the work (the quarries were often closed from November to 
March) affected all aspects of the town economy.  This one-industry economy also often left 
the workers vulnerable to the quarry owners.  This inequity is illustrated in two labor strikes, 
one in 1885 and one in 1893. 

On April 1,1885, the beginning of the work year, quarry men at the Joliet Stone Quarry refused 
to work for the standard wage of $1.50/day for 10-12 hour days.  The Lemont workers also 
joined the strike.  For two weeks, they remained off work despite the presence of striker 
breakers and the withdrawal of credit by merchants. Knowing that the workers were 
particularly vulnerable after not working since November, the owners remained intransigent. 
By the end of April, the Joliet and Lockport workers returned to work, and Lemont quarry 
men organized a march to the two towns which resulted in a clash between the two groups in 
Joliet.  Upon his return to Lemont on April 25, Horace Singer, president of the Quarry Owners 
Association, appealed to the governor, Richard Oglesby, to call in the militia.  The militia was 
sent to Lemont on May 4, 1885 where two townspeople were fatally wounded.  Despite the 
presence of labor leader, Albert Parsons, the strike was broken by the end of May with no 
concessions made to the quarry workers.  In 1893, the quarry men again struck after wages were 
reduced from $1.75/day to $1.50.  Canal contractors for the construction of the Sanitary and 
Ship Canal had met with the quarry owners and agreed to the same pay scale for unskilled 
labor. The quarry men began a campaign to have the wages for the canal workers raised. Once 
again calls for military action were made.  However, populist governor, John Altgeld, decided 
to review the situation personally.  Altgeld sided with the strikers, and the $1.75 wage scale was 
reinstated. 

The construction of the Sanitary and Ship Canal (including the diversion of the Des Plaines 
River) provided another major source of employment in the 1890s. The 33 million dollar 
project which employed over 100,000 men also came at a propitious time, the beginning of the 
first major national depression which slowed much of the building boom of the 1870s and 1880s. 

With the decline in the stone industry, the economy of Lemont became somewhat more 
diversified. The consolidation of many of the stone companies had left many unemployed. 
Local leaders, concerned over unemployment, began a campaign to attract new industry.  One 
of their most important successes was the aluminum factory which moved to Lemont in 1892. 
Practical uses for aluminum were still in the experimental stage in the 1890s, a commercial 
viable means of production having only been developed in 1886.  Located at the corner of 
Talcott Avenue and Holmes for over eighty years, the Illinois Pure Aluminum Company 
opened in August 1892.  However, by January 1893, the company was bought by Edwin Walker, 
and his son, George, was made president.  George Walker remained president until his death in 
1947. The company quickly developed a national market for its line of aluminum products 
including combs, thimbles, hairpins, cookware, and road signs.  Their cookware, "Walker 
Ware", was particularly successful, but despite this success, the company operated at a small 
scale, employing no more than sixty to one hundred workers during their peak years. 

Other attempts at diversifying the economy were made.  An ordinance passed in 1898 granted 
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any company employing fifty adults a ten year tax exemption.  A list of the major industries in 
a promotional publication by the Lemont Commercial Association of 1913 confirms that Lemont 
had been rather successful in their diversification efforts although the stone industry remained 
very important.  The industries named are: The Aluminum Products Co., Chicago Structural 
Tile Co., Lemont Limestone Co., Illinois Stone Co., Western Stone Co., The Flux Co., Illinois 
Pure Aluminum Co., Lemont Manufacturing Co., Nagel Cement Block Co., Lincoln Park 
Nursery Co., five vest manufacturing firms, branch warehouses for two breweries, one cigar 
manufacturer, two lumber yards.  The Chicago and Joliet Electric Railroad Co. also had a large 
sub power station in Lemont. This interurban electric rail line provided hourly service between 
Lemont and Chicago, connecting Lemont with the industrial towns which developed along the 
rail lines to Chicago. The Chicago and Alton Railroad, constructed through Lemont during the 
mid-1850s provided freight service not only to Chicago but also west to St. Louis and Kansas 
City. 

Although south of Lemont were large farms which depended upon the town for grain storage 
and shipment, the economy, from the inception of the town, was always largely industrial. 
Unlike other canal towns, particularly west of Joliet, Lemont was never primarily an entrepot 
for a farm population. Also unlike other canal towns, there were never large grain elevators 
along the rail lines.  Norton's Grain Elevator, sited directly on the I&M canal, was the most 
important grain storage and shipment site in Lemont. 

The original industries, such as stone quarrying and aluminum wares manufacturing, no longer 
form the economic base for the town.  The stone industry went into decline early in this 
century, and the aluminum industry in the post-war era. The new industries that moved into 
the area included the petroleum refineries, beginning in the 1930s, steel fabricators, and 
petrochemical plants. In more recent years, Lemont has also become less economically 
self-sufficient and more integrated into the metropolitan Chicago economy. 

Commercial Development: 

Whereas few service industries located in Lemont prior to the beginnings of a permanent 
residential population around 1855, the five-year period from 1855 to 1860 was characterized by 
the first significant increase in commercial and residential construction.  The population of 
Lemont was approximately 1,000 in 1860, tripling in size from 1857 to 1860 soon after 
completion of the Chicago and Alton Railroad.  By I860, there were at least two agricultural 
implement dealers, one baker, four blacksmiths, four boot and shoe manufacturers and dealers, 
three butchers, three clothing stores, three coach and carriage makers, one retail and three 
wholesale druggists, two flour, grain and feed dealers, one freight agent, two retail grocers, 
three hotels, one lawyer, one machinist, two physicians and surgeons, one plow maker, two 
produce dealers and commission merchants, two real estate agents, one storage and commission 
merchant, and three wagon makers and wheelrights.  The growth of building trades in Lemont, 
including one paint, oil and glass dealer, four architects (also listed under the 
below-enumerated trades), nine carpenters and builders, two nail dealers, one house painter, 
one dealer in paints, oils and glass and one sash, door and blind company, occurred because of 
the considerable demand for wood frame dwellings and commercial buildings. 

By 1863, there were substantial buildings on the site of the Village Hall (418 Main Street) and an 
adjacent lot, on the northern three-quarters of the east side of the 200 block of Stephen Street, 
in the vicinity of 102-110 Stephen Street, at the southwest corner of Stephen and Canal Streets, 
and northwest of Canal and Lemont Streets, in addition to approximately ten buildings on the 
south side of the 200 block of Main Street, Union House (322 Main Street), 324 Main Street, a 
building in the vicinity of 202 Stephen Street and two or three buildings on the east side of the 
100 block of Stephen Street, directly north of the Chicago and Alton Railroad tracks.  Of these 
early buildings, only 324 Main Street and Union House are known to survive. Others, or 
portions of others, may survive, including 101 and 102 Stephen Street, 204 Main Street, several 
buildings on the south side of the 300 block of Main Street, and buildings at the southeast 
corner of Main and Lockport Streets. 
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During the early 1860s, commercial constructon was slow, perhaps, because of the Civil War. 
During the two-year period 1863 to 1865, at least three commercial buildings were constructed, 
one on the north side of the 300 block of Canal Street and two on the south side of the 200 
block of Main Street.  Between 1865 and 1867, two buildings were built on the east side of the 
100 block of Stephen Street directly north of the Chicago and Alton Railroad tracks, including 
possibly 111 Stephen Street.  During this period, six other buildings were constructed, some of 
which may survive, including 204 Stephen Street and a building on the north side of the 200 
block of Canal Street. 

In 1870, Lemont had a resident population of 3,000, excluding the transient population of 
quarry workers, the population having doubled since the completion of the Chicago and Alton 
Railroad.  The population mix had changed substantially since the 1830s when it was primarily 
Irish with substantial numbers of Germans, Canadians and Anglo-Americans.  The population 
of Lemont was by ca. 1870 almost equal parts Irish, German, and Swedish, in addition to the 
small number of early settlers from the eastern states. There were three stone masonry 
churches by 1870 and several high style residences, the rest of the buildings being simple, wood 
frame structures. 

Much of the HABS/HAER survey area covers only the commercial buildings of the central 
business district.  However, originally, there was no distinction between the commercial and 
residential areas.  The forms of construction were very similar and buildings were easily 
converted to other uses.  In the 1860s, Talcott Avenue and Main Street were the primary 
residential streets.  By the 1870s and 1880s, purely residential neighborhoods appear, the first 
developing south of the railroad tracks along Illinois Street.   In the 1880s and 1890s, 
development moved west to land which had originally been bought by Horace Singer.  By the 
end of the century, there were three unofficial yet recognizable sections to Lemont.  The "flats" 
on the north side of the canal was the industrial section and included the stone quarries and the 
Smokey Row, the notorious red-light district of Lemont throughout the late nineteenth century. 
The commercial district was delineated by the canal and Main Street. The residential 
neighborhoods, located south of the railroad tracks,sprang up along the steeply sloping hillside. 
However, the more preferred residential sites were located at the top of the hill.  Also, the 
1880s saw the development of public utilities with the installation of telephone and telegraph 
lines, electric lights for homes and businesses, and street lighting.  Sidewalk construction and 
street improvements were undertaken during this time. 

Because of the substantially-altered condition of all but one of the wood frame buildings 
surveyed, limited information can be gained from a visual survey of commercial buildings 
erected from the 1860s through 1895.  With few exceptions, wood and stone were the only 
materials used in the construction of commercial buildings during this period.  Typically, the 
wood frame buildings were rectangular in plan, with approximately twenty to twenty-five foot 
frontages, and they had gable roofs often with false fronts.  The gable roof form with the gable 
end facing the street was derived from the Greek Revival style.  Italianate details, such as flat, 
bracketted cornices used most often with false fronts and molded window surrounds and bonds, 
were applied to the Classical fronts and grew increasingly more ornate toward the end of the 
century.  All the two-story frame buildings appear to have been weatherboarded originally; all 
were characterized by multi-light, double-hung sash at the second story, wide fascia boards on 
non-gable elevators, wooden (early) or cast iron (late) storefronts and brick chimneys at the 
center or end of the ridge.  Excluding the false fronts, the shape, profile and massing of these 
buildings illustrate the popularity of traditional building forms in Lemont and the traditional 
building methods practiced by local carpenters and builders.  Furthermore, they serve as an 
marker to the economy of Lemont during this period. Despite the presence of stone, most 
commercial buildings were erected in wood. 

By the late 1880s and early 1890s, commercial buildings reflected less the regional nature of 
such buildings constructed from ca. 1860 to 1885, reflecting instead national trends. These 
buildings are typified by tall wooden and cast iron storefronts.  The few surviving brick 
buildings dating to this period, 220 Main Street, 202 Stephen Street and three buildings on the 
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south side of Canal Street, are taller than the early frame commercial buildings and are typified 
by tall cast iron storefronts, large storefront display windows, contrasting stone lintels and sills, 
decorative brickwork cornices and window hoods and flat roofs. Vernacular frame buildings 
with Italianate details continued to be built until the late 1880s and early 1890s, when this 
practice was curtailed by an 1888 ordinance prohibiting frame construction in the business 
district.  Also, the nationwide economic depression which began in 1893 slowed building 
construction. 

The stone buildings which were built during the period 1850-1900 in the business district of 
Lemont are by contrast to the wood frame buildings, more massive in scale.  Most of the stone 
buildings are of coursed, rock-faced, ashlar construction. Not surprisingly, limestone was used 
in each of them. Significantly, limestone appears in many of the important buildings of 
Lemont, both public and institutional, including numerous churches, a public grade school, the 
Village Hall, the Chicago and Alton Railroad depot, portions of the Illinois Pure Aluminum Co. 
plant.  A sign of affluence, limestone was also used in the commercial buildings and houses of 
Lemont. 

The pilastered stone storefronts, perhaps the most salient and longest-surviving feature of the 
Greek Revival style, were used in combination with arched ground floor openings in the 
Italianate style for 107 Stephen Street. On the basis of historic photographs of this building, 
there were glazed, double-leaf doors and fanlights in each of the four openings, a treatment 
typical of early Italianate warehouses and very different from the other pilastered storefronts 
which framed display windows.  With the exception of the mid-1890s addition to 102 Stephen 
Street where the 1860s pilastered storefront was simply enlarged, pilastered stone storefronts 
were used for all the surviving commercial stone buildings, appearing as late as 1871.  In 
addition, these stone buildings illustrate the survival of an early window type, square-headed 
windows with stone lintels, and their use in combination with more fashionable bracketted 
cornices of stone, pressed metal and wood. 

By 1878, there were fifty-five Lemont businesses listed in the Illinois State Gazetteer and 
Business Directory, illustrating graphically the brisk growth of the village during the preceding 
fifteen years.  The Illinois and Michigan Canal was noted as offering direct and inexpensive 
transportation, especially of stone and grain, but there was no reference to the railroad 
connection.  The 1893 directory, however, does make mention of the Chicago and Alton 
Railroad and the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad connections, in addition to the canal 
in regard to shipping stone, grain, livestock and produce. The directory advertises Lemont's 
amenities as churches, schools, an artesian well, fire and police protection, an opera house, a 
state and private bank, a weekly newspaper, a public telephone system and a public library. 

Perhaps, the most tumultuous period in Lemont's history occurred during the last two decades 
of the nineteenth century.  These years were marked by labor unrest which culminated in two 
quarry strikes.  There were also problems surrounding the presence of Smokey Row.  Although 
attempts were made to regulate the saloons and other unsavory activities associated with the 
red-light district, Lemont depended upon saloon licenses for the bulk of its revenues. 

Because of the large transient populations of laborers employed by the Illinois and Michigan 
Canal contractors, the Chicago and Alton Railroad, the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe 
Railroad, and the Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal, Lemont attracted a large number of saloons 
and brothels, which were congregated principally in the vicinity of the Atchison, Topeka and 
Santa Fe Railroad tracks and the 300 block of Canal Street, far from residential neighborhoods 
south of the Chicago and Alton Railroad.   Efforts toward social reform were launched, but 
perhaps the completion of these construction projects had a greater impact on closing these 
businesses than did the efforts at reform. 

Public health measures were also enacted, most notably a health ordinance passed in 1881 to 
arrest the spread of yellow or ship fever, small pox and cholera. Three years later, in 1884, an 
ordinance was passed allowing for expansion of the water supply system, presumably in an 
effort to insure pure water. 
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There was, apparently, little construction in the central business district from 1900 to the 1920s. 
The Sanborn maps suggest that the downtown district by the early part of this century was 
almost entirely filled so that instead of new construction, buildings were often simply 
converted to new uses.  However, by the 1920s, commercial construction was resumed.  With 
the advent of Prohibition, some of this new construction took place on the sites of former 
saloons and bordellos. 

Those commercial buildings erected during the 1920s, viz., 115 Stepehn Street, 400 Main Street, 
218 Main Street, 316-318 Canal Street, 219 Main Street, 305 Canal Street and 217 Main Street 
illustrate popular national trends in architecture. These include lower floor-to-ceiling heights, 
simple classical decoration in terra cotta, concrete, or brick, the use of textured rug brick, 
larger display windows and stepped parapet walls. 

Early alterations (ca. 1910-1940) of mid-to-late nineteenth century wood frame buildings 
include the refenestration of second story windows on primary elevations, the use of period 
windows and doors, early applications of asphalt siding with stone and brick patterns, the use 
of large, interlocking roofing shingles and the addition of one notable pigmented structural 
glass storefront.  The use of asphalt siding on commercial buildings in Lemont occurred as 
early as the 1930s and continued until World War II.  Asbestos siding became popular after 
World War II.  In most instances, composition siding was applied over original 
weatherboarding, or horizontal board siding in the case of early one story buildings.  Similarly, 
asbestos siding was frequently applied over asphalt siding.  At least two to three buildings in 
the business district are of frame construction with brick or brickette veneer, probably applied 
during the 1940s. 

Vinyl and metal lap sidings, with narrow and wide exposures, and new metal, vinyl or wooden 
window surrounds and corner treatments and reworked eaves account for the greatest loss of 
early or original integrity of the surveyed buildings.  Few early or original storefronts remain. 
Most of the early frame buildings retain little or no integrity because of recent sidings which 
obscure early or original wall cladding and because of modern storefronts.  The loss of 
integrity, more so than new construction, detracts from the architectural and historic character 
of the commercial district. 
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PART II. INVENTORY/SURVEY 
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PART III. SOURCES OF INFORMATION/SURVEY METHODOLOGY: 

Planning: 

The initial parameters of the Lemont inventory stipulated a inventory of pre-1940 buildings. 
After a windshield survey of the village and after consulting with the U.S. Census, it was 
ascertained that over eight hundred pre-1940 buildings existed in Lemont. This, plus time and 
personnel constraints forced modifications of the parameters.  As continuing research 
demonstrated the importance of the commercial areas of the canal towns, it was decided to 
limit the survey this summer to the commercial area. Meetings with community leaders were 
arranged by our local contact, the Lemont Area Historical Society. The meetings probably 
would have been more helpful if residential and most institutional buildings were still included 
in the survey.  Approximately one-and-one-half weeks of the project were devoted to planning 
and orientation activities.  These included meeting local officials, touring the canal, assorted 
meetings, and development and testing of the field form.  During the summer of 1987, Frances 
Alexander, historian, carried out additional historical research. 

Literature and Photographic Research: 

The Lemont Area Historical Society collection and old village records were sifted through. 
Most of this collection, however, is uncatalogued and searching through it proved 
time-consuming.  Historic photographs in the collection of the Lemont Area Historical Society 
and in private collections were photocopied so that prints or contact prints could be included 
on the inventory cards. 

The Lemont township tax assessor was consulted with regard to early property tax records 
which were desired for dating buildings as no construction permits were issued by the Village 
until recently.  The tax assessor was most helpful in supplying the necessary property reference 
numbers and potential contacts with the Cook County government. 

Cook County offices were contacted by telephone and by mail.  Because an official request in 
writing had to be made to the Cook County Government officials to gain access to the records, 
valuable time was lost.  It could not be ascertained until the half-way point of the inventory 
exactly what county records existed.  These records therefore could not be thoroughly perused 
in the time allowed for the survey. 

Gazetteers and directories listing Lemont businesses were found to exist and, unfortunately, 
were not located until late in the survey.   Although these directories list business names but no 
addresses, they were used in conjunction with early tax records found in the Village Hall vault 
to narrow down dates of building construction and determine occupants.  When the residential 
neighborhoods are surveyed in the future, a comparison of tax records and residential listings 
in State directories should be made in the early stages of the project in order to provide solid 
research for the inventory. 

Persons knowledgable about vernacular construction in the Chicago area were contacted early 
in the survey with regard to Lemont's vernacular commercial and residential construction of 
the period c. 1860 to 1890. Perhaps because these building types are rather common in the 
Chicago area, it was found that they have been overlooked in documentary research concerning 
Chicago architecture. 

Field Work: 

In an effort to expedite field work, field forms were developed, tested and substantially revised 
before field work was begun.  They were written in check-list format for information 
regarding roof type, wall cladding, etc. One-half to three-quarters of the field work was 
completed within the first four weeks of the project and the building descriptions were not 
translated from note form to prose until the latter half of the project. A substanial amount of 
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time was lost translating the information onto the HABS/HAER inventory card.  Toward the 
end of the survey, as the surveyor became accustomed to the format, field forms were 
eliminated entirely and building descriptions were instead written directly on draft inventory 
cards. This proved to be more time-economical. 

With regard to architectural descriptions, the Lemont inventory was conducted with a view to 
surveying all structures regardless of age within the commercial/industrial core, including 
garages and sheds; in addition, early retaining walls, stone sidewalks, fences, and gates were 
noted. Earlier in the survey, all elevations were assessed. Later, in an effort to speed up the 
survey, only the main elevation and those visible from the street were recorded. 

Particular attention was paid to recording materials accurately and educated  guesses 
concerning materials were noted as such.  Screens and storm windows and doors were noted 
particularly as clues to future users of the survey data that window sash and doors were 
partially obscured from view.  Early or significant mortar joints, repointing, new window 
surrounds and similar changes were noted, although the age of asphalt and asbestos siding was 
not assessed and visible layers of different siding materials were not noted.  Few oral 
interviews were conducted due principally to a lack of time; there was no effort to record oral 
history on tape.  Although the oral interviews conducted for the survey netted approximately 
almost as much misinformation as accurate information, it is unfortunate  that more people 
could not be interviewed as much of Lemont history has not been recorded. 

As indicated above, old photographs were photocopied and used extensively to document 
alterations.  As local history research has focused primarily on persons and events, the survey's 
primary focus, on the buildings themselves, is intended to complement local histories. Historic 
photographs and site inspections with a view to assessing the survival of early or original 
materials and features were central to the survey work. 

Research: 

The following is a listing of the archives and repositories consulted by the field team, including 
annotations concerning available resource materials, the value of the materials to the survey, 
and the names of contact persons: 

1. Lemont Area Historical Society, Lemont, Illinois. 
Contact:  Sylvia Savage, President 
References:  clipping files, historic photographs, centennial 
book, 1913 promotional booklet, genealogical information, several subdivision maps and 
railroad surveys, county histories, several editions of Lemont newspapers on microfilm, a 
late-19th century souvenir edition of one of the newspapers. 

2. Lemont Public Library, Lemont, Illinois. 
Contact:  Sue Beach, Director 
References:  No local history materials are in the library's collection. 
Annotation:  The library has access to the public school system's copy stand for 
photocopying pictures and the librarians were most helpful with inter-library loan 
requests. 

3. Lemont Village Hall, Lemont, Illinois 
Contacts: George Bracken, City Manager 

John Nelson, Mayor 
References:  Village Board minutes, Lemont Township tax records for the period 1850 to 
1867. 
Annotations:  Construction permits were not required by the Village until very recently. 
The information in Village Board minutes that was found to be helpful concerned 
ordinances, licenses and municipal funds.  The early tax records were invaluable.  The 
vault also contains 1920*s tax assessment records for residential districts which list 
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properties by address and owners of record.  There are several property titles and 
miscellaneous correspondence. 

4. Lemont Township, Lemont Illinois 
Contact:  Thomas E. Sniegoski, Jr., Assessor 
References:  Sidwell map of Lemont, property owners and legal property descriptions on 
microfiche. 

5. Sonia Kallick, Lemont, Illinois. 
Exhaustive personal files and knowledge concerning Lemont history, especially labor, 
social and political history. Census data, Lemont newspapers on microfilm. 

6. Nancy Thornton, Lemont, Illinois 
Information and knowledge concerning early township plats and early settlement. 

7. Recorder of Deeds, Cook County, Illinois 
Contact:  John L. Rice, Chief Deputy Recorder, County Building, 

Room 230, 118 North Clark Street, Chicago, Illinois 60602 
Reference:  Deed abstracts, subdivision plats. 
Annotation:  Post-Chicago fire documents, i.e., after 1871. 

8. Cook County Clerk, Cook County, Illinois 
Contact:  Stanley P Kusper, Jr., County Clerk, County Building, 

Room 434, 118 North Clark Street, Chicago, Illinois 60602 
Reference:  Property tax records, as early as 1870s or 1880s, 

housed in a county documents warehouse. 
Annotation:  Access to the records is apparently restricted.  The Clerk's Office must be 
approached well in advance and by letter written on official letterhead.  The 1985 field 
team had difficulties with the Clerk's Office for several reasons, including 
misinformation provided by employees over the telephone, and delay in contacting the 
office by mail on official letterhead to access the records.  These records, therefore, were 
not used by the 1985 team. 

9. Chicago Title Insurance Company, Chicago, Illinois 
Reference:  Ante-fire and post-fire records of subdivision plats. 
Annotation: On a limited basis, the Chicago Title Insurance Company grants access to 
their records for the purposes of historic sites research. 

10. Chicago Historical Society, Chicago, Illinois 
Reference:  Illinois State directories, county and canal 

materials 

11. Illinois Department of Conservation, Springfield, Illinois. 

12. Although not consulted or extensively used by the 1985 field team, future teams may 
wish to contact the Newberry Library and the Chicago Metropolitan Sanitary District. 

Inventory Card Preparation: 

Cards were prepared according to the HABS/HAER format, using Sidwell numbers for 
reference. Maps, legal property descriptions and owners of record were not included. 

Categorization: 

The rating system developed for use in Lemont is described in Volume I:  An Inventory of 
Historic Structures within the Illinois and Michigan Canal National Heritage Corridor. 1985. 
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Lemont Survey Results: 

Buildine Tvoe 

1850- 
Public 0 
Commercial/Office >     27 
Residential 18 
Industrial 0 
Transportation 1 
Miscellaneous 0 
Totals 46 

1 2 
12 14 
4 8 
0 0 
3 1 
Q 1 

20 26 

The chart below refers to those buildings surveyed within the commercial area.  It is a record 
of the buildings which remain (as of 1985) and their estimated construction dates. 

Date of Construction 

1850-1886 1886-1894 1894-1911  1911-1940 1940+ 
1 0 

20 I 
0 0 
3 0 
3                  0 
1 0 

30 1 

Total number of buildings and structures surveyed in Lemont: 122 
Approximate number of pre-1940 structures that remain to be surveyed: 680 

Recommendations for Future Work: 

A. Surveyed sites recommended for HABS/HAER documentation and considered for 
nomination to the National Register of Historic Places: 

Illinois Pure Aluminum Company (industrial: endangered) 
Des Plaines River (Highway) Bridge (transportation:  endangered) 
102 Stephen Street (commercial) 
103 Stephen Street (commercial) 
Chicago and Alton Railroad Depot (transportation) 
Lemont Waterworks (industrial) 
107 Stephen Street (commercial) 
111 Stephen Street (commercial) 

B. Surveyed structures potentially eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places: 

A thematic nomination of stone buildings. 
A historic district nomination for the commercial core area. 

C. The inventory of Lemont should be completed with a special emphasis given to: 

1. Churches and schools 

2. Residential neighborhoods directly south and southwest of the business district, 
although perhaps only 10-20% of these houses retain some, if any, of their historic 
appearance. 

3. Jasnagora, the Polish neighborhood. 
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• 

PART IV. PROJECT INFORMATION 

The inventory of the Town of Lemont was initiated in 1985 and completed in 1987, and focused 
primarily on the commercial downtown.  Jill Johnson, a graduate student in architecture at the 
University of Oregon, began the survey work, and Frances P. Alexander, a graduate student in 
American Studies at George Washington University, completed the study.  Sally Kress Tomkins, 
Deputy Chief of HABS/HAER, devised the survey, and Gray Fitzsimons, HAER historian, 
edited the text. Ken Martin, a graduate student in architecture at Virginia Polytectnic Institute 
compiled the survey to be transmitted to the Library of Congress. 

The HABS/HAER survey work in Lemont was greatly assisted by a number of local residents 
and officials.  George Bracken, City Manager, provided HABS/HAER with office space, and 
Douglas G. Blocker, Building and Zoning Administrator for Lemont, helped locate building and 
tax records. Sonia Kallic and Nancy Thornton shared with the HABS/HAER team their writings 
and extensive knowledge of Lemont's history, and Sylvia Savage, President of the Lemont Area 
Historical Society, graciously provided HABS/HAER access the the society's archival materials. 

t 


